


You don’t have to follow these steps. You might 
jump in without planning your story. Or maybe 
you like your story as it is without editing. It's up to 
you and either way, we're here to help! 

It's up to you how you tell your story – talk to camera, record a 
voice-over, use photos. Whatever you decide, following these steps 
can help....

It used to be only big companies could make movies, but these days, 
with phones, tablets and computers, we all can!

Write a short . Give it a beginning, a middle 
and an end, or just go with the flow. 

Use the camera on your computer or your phone or tablet. 
alk to the camera yourself or get 

someone to interview you.

Combine the parts of your story - video, photos, text, etc. - using a 
simple editing program like Windows Movie Maker. Cut bits out, add 

pictures and titles, then save your story as a movie!
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Movie Maker notes 

Open Movie maker by clicking on its icon in the task bar at the bottom of your screen.  

On the left is a window where you can view what you have created either as a single video clip or as a 
“movie” composed of several images and video clips.  On the right is a space where you can assemble 
the various video clips and images that will be used to make your “movie”.   

 

We suggest you start by making a few short video clips.  You can discard any that you don’t like and 
save the best to assemble and edit later as a “project” that will result in your movie. 

Creating a Video Clip 

When in Movie Maker, click on the words Webcam video.  This should turn on the camera above the 
computer screen and you will see what it sees, probably you, in the window below. There is also a built 
in microphone to record sound.   

As shown below, the controls to take a video are a red circle to start recording and a blue square to stop.  
Try to take a short video.  Remember to ask for help if you need it. Save it with a name you will 
remember and then play it back using the controls under the video window.  Do this a few times until 
you are confident with the process.  You will note that each video clip appears in the project space on 
the right.  You can select any of these, play it and/or delete it. 

      

 

Note for those interested: any video clip you save will be a Windows Media Video file (.wmv) 
The movie that you create will be first saved as a Movie Maker Project file (.wlmp) which you can then 
export to an mpeg file to play as a movie on any device. 



Creating a Movie 

To give you an idea of what you can do, we put together rather roughly a 3 minute video using Movie 
Maker. The plan was to start with the research that inspired Living Connected, then talk about what we 
have done since we formed the organization and finish with our intensions for this year and a light –
hearted picture of our team at Christmas.  We decided to use some of the many pictures we have taken 
of our work and do a narration over those.  We also put a caption over each one.  For a bit of variation 
we recorded two video clips which we slotted in and created a title frame at the beginning and a 
farewell one at the end.  Below is how the project looks in Movie Maker. Can you see the title and 
farewell frames, the two videos and the captions on the pictures?  You should also be able to see the 
soundwaves of the audio on the videos and under the bits where we narrated.  What we did not do was 
to add some background music as we did not have anything to could use at the time. 

 

 

What we did was as follows (ways to do these steps are seen on the ribbon along the top of the screen). 

1. Created the two video clips (deleting a few initial goes which were not too good) 
2. We added the pictures (images that were on the computer). We went a bit overboard, you don’t 

need to do too many. 
3. We added captions to these images, mainly to help me when we did the narration. 
4. Before we actually recorded the narration we had a few practice goes: just playing the video but 

not recording. 
5. We adjusted the timing of some of the images to match what we wanted to say. 
6. We recorded the narration, starting after the first video and stopping before the last one. We 

saved it when we were reasonably happy with it. 
7. We added the title at the beginning and the end frame and added text (nothing too fancy). 

 

It is important to save the work as you go otherwise you could lose the lot if something happens.  If 
things get into a mess just open a new project and start again. 

 

Finally we went to the menu on the far left and saved the project as a mp4 video which can be played 
on any device 
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